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Responding After 
Tragedy

MIDDLE: U.S. Navy 
distributed food at our 
surrounding schools. 
These MREs (meals 
ready to eat) are a 
blessing to children 
and their families.
 
BOTTOM: The U.S. 
Navy and Marines 
have established New 
Missions as their base 
camp for the Leogane 
area.  This aerial 
photograph captured 
by the U.S. Navy shows 
our campus on the 
ocean at Bordmer, 
Leogane, Haiti.

	 Words cannot express the overwhelming feeling of seeing the 
destruction in Haiti following the earthquake.  However, at our High 
School campus, an international medical relief team comprising 
doctors from Japan, Canada, the United States, and Cuba are 
meeting the ongoing medical needs of those in the Leogane region.  
The medical needs are great, and the medical staff at New Missions 
is busier than ever.
	 Feeding our school children remains our top priority.  Thankfully, 
we have helping hands with the U.S. military based at New Missions 
in Haiti.  From MREs (meals ready to eat) to rice, baby food, and 
peanut butter, food continues to be distributed at all our 22 school 
and church locations.  Can you imagine the excitement at the school 
when the military truck pulled up to distribute food?  God has sent an 
army for such a time as this.
	 On Sunday, February 14, Charlie DeTellis (in Haiti) received 55 tons 
of food–including rice, beans, and cooking oil necessary to provide one 
month’s supply of food to each of our New Missions schools. 	
	 When it comes to tragedy, hope is right behind, and the love of 
Jesus never fails!  Thank you for standing with us.  Your faithfulness is 
truly making a significant difference.  Please continue to pray.  
It’s time for all of Haiti to find hope in God. ~ Timothy DeTellis

ABOVE: Containers of food and supplies are unloaded right     
on the beach at New Missions and then pallets are unloaded     
to trucks. Food includes MREs (meals ready to eat), peanut 
butter, and baby food. All 22 of our schools have benefited 
from these supplies.



REMEMBERING THE LOST

Nadege Bertrand from our Bordmer school and church.

Olgens Edouard
Sponsored by:
Erin Hammack

Manoucheka Calixte
Sponsored by:

Carol Mead and Chris White

Presumay Lovelie
Sponsored by:

Mabel Halvorson

Masse Kerrytoine
Sponsored by:

Veronica Matthews

Edson Elisma
Sponsored by:

Dorothy and Alvin Piegols

Duroucher Mickerlange
Sponsored by:

Anthony and Izonia Wright

Sainthilus Leane
Sponsored by:

Sarah and Mark Salum

Malise Valliere
Had been awaiting a sponsor

	 The earthquake happened on a Tuesday, January 12, and it was not until 
Thursday night that I was able to speak with my children back in the United States.  
When my daughter Kate (age 9) got on the phone, I said,  “Hi Kate, this is Daddy 
calling from Haiti.”  Her immediate response was,  “Is Gloria alive?”  Gloria is her 
sponsored child.  I began to cry.  Kate knew what really mattered.  I know for you, 
if you sponsor a child, you shared the same feelings of concern.  The phones rang 
continually at our office and emails rushed in–as so many of you had the same 
question and concern for your sponsored child. 
	 This is the hardest message for me to write.  We have family members who 
died as a result of the earthquake.  They are eight students of New Missions and 
one of our school teachers.  Personally, I know the ministry of New Missions and 
the love of Jesus touched their lives.  This tragedy hit close to home for my wife 
Sheryl and me.  We were in Haiti when the earthquake happened.  However, little 
did we know that Nadege Bertrand died in the earthquake.  She was a graduate 
of New Missions, a teacher at our Bordmer elementary school for the kindergarten 
class, and my wife was sending her to nursing school.  She died in the nursing 
school when it collapsed in Leogane.  We wept when we heard the news.  She was 
a role model to many, and a shining example of how God can change a life.  
	 To each of the child sponsors who lost their child during the earthquake, 
my prayers are with you.  I know they felt your prayers, love, and support 
over the years.  You were the one used of God to touch this life and they heard the 
story of Jesus at school and church.
	
We remember these who died as a result of the January 12, 2010 Haiti earthquake:
	 Olgens Edouard, age 6, from our Sigueneau church and school. 
	 Edson Elisma, age 18, from our Brache church and school. 
	 Manoucheka Calixte, age 20, from our Ambas-Pere church and school. 
	 Duroucher Mickerlange, age 6, from our Signeau church and school. 
	 Presumay Lovelie, age 12, from our Marechal church and school. 
	 Sainthilus Leane, age 4, from our Brache-Gilles church and school. 
	 Masse Kerrytoine, age 7, from our Brache-Gilles church and school. 
	 Malise Valliere, age 20, from our Ambas-Pere church and school. 
	 Nadege Bertrand, kindergarten teacher at our Bordmer elementary school.

May we continue to pray for the children and families we serve in Haiti. 	 	
	 		 	 	 	 	 	         ~Timothy DeTellis



more online at 
newmissions.org

BUILDINGS DESTROYED

Food Delivery
Each of our 22 schools in 
Haiti has received one 
month’s supply of food. 
Pastor Guy and our staff of 
Haitians delivered the rice, 
beans, salt, and cooking 
oil by truck.

Top:  The TiBoukan church destroyed, but the hope of the Gospel is still alive 
and we will build again.  ABOVE:  The Darbonne Chateau school destroyed. 
The temporary building at New Missions Darbonne Chateau school. 
Bottom right:  Brache-Milot church before and after earthquake 
with Pastor Jean Milot Francois in the foreground; mission team delivered 
shoeboxes at this location only hours prior to earthquake.

Charlie DeTellis 
in Haiti
New Missions is serving 
as a base camp for 
hundreds of U.S. military 
including Navy Seabees 
and Marines.

Earthquake RELIEF
Shoebox Drive
We are hosting a special 
shoebox drive. Visit
www.shoeboxdrive.com 
for complete details and 
priority packing list.

	 Only minutes after the earthquake, walking across the mission property, 
I saw our buildings torn apart–sliced like a loaf of bread.  The sights ripped my 
heart. Reflecting back upon the decades of hard work and commitment made 
me sad to think it could be gone.  My father’s sacrifices and my mother’s love 
for the poor were at the top of my mind.  My mother always gave so much of 
herself.  They started New Missions when they moved our family to Haiti where 
we lived in tents for our first three months.  Only six days prior to the earthquake, 
New Missions had celebrated the 27th anniversary of ministry in Haiti.  In front 
of me I saw a school, home to hundreds of students, which had been completely 
destroyed.  Starting over seemed overwhelming! 
	 Once back in the states, reports began coming in from Haiti.  Inspections 
of our schools and churches had a growing list of buildings either damaged or 
completely destroyed.  Mother Teresa once said,  “What you spend years building, 
someone could destroy overnight; build anyway.”   We began building temporary 
facilities after the earthquake.  Our school children and churches need a safe place 
to meet. 
	 Materials from destroyed buildings that could be preserved and used as 
supplies for a temporary building were salvaged.  The lumber and tin roofing 
proved to be very valuable.  Charlie DeTellis had additional school benches made 
and delivered to surrounding schools–where roofs had crushed the desks. 
	 We thank God for the pastors of our 22 churches and the teachers who care 
for and love our students.  On Friday, February 12, on the one month anniversary 
of the earthquake, our churches in Haiti began three days of prayer and worship 
services.  They are leading the way to build a new Haiti. ~Timothy DeTellis



	 In our lives, when a tragedy hits, how do we respond?  Do we 
give up?  Hide?  Maybe ask God to set us free from the agony? 
	 Galatians 2:20 reads,  “I have been crucified with Christ and I no 
longer live, but Christ lives in me.  The life I live in my body, I live by faith in 
the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.”   We must walk 
by faith, even when the road is broken beneath our feet.  How do we 
continue against defeat?
	 Under my feet the earth began to crack open when the earthquake 
hit.  I felt an uncertainty like never before.  What was happening?  
What’s next?  Literally, the world around me was upside down.  I heard 
screams, people yelling, and then word of an imminent threat of a 
tsunami.  Being right along the ocean, we had to evacuate to higher 
ground.  Would there be defeat?  Is there hope?
	 Personally, the first night was eerie.  With only minutes between 
them, tremors would rock the ground and evoke a deeper sense of shock.  
The fear of the unknown can destroy any hope.  Lives were lost, yet I was 
still breathing.  I was sleeping outside, but I know that I have a home 
waiting for me back in the states. Thousands here 
had no home to go back to.  The total devastation 
was still unknown.  The shock of Haiti’s poverty was 
overwhelming the day before the earthquake.  
Now this devastation–added to the poverty–
brought a feeling of hopelessness. 
	 The day after the earthquake, I saw God 
at work like never before.  I know He had been 
working within the hearts of the Haitians, but this 
tragedy brought a new awakening to His omniscience.  When you wake 
up each day asking what am I going to do–you see what your strength 
can produce.  But, when you ask God to show you what He is doing, an 
entire new picture is displayed.  I began asking God to work through me; 
the difference is profound.  Is it God or is it man?   When we are crucified 
with Christ, our lives become a vessel for God to work through us.  Oh 
God, please use me! 
	 Team members who were in Haiti when the earthquake occurred 
were serving the next day with a greater passion–delivering food to 
villagers, working in the warehouse, and salvaging supplies from the 

medical clinic which was destroyed.  Even though many did not rest the 
night before, their hearts were strong in the wake of devastation. 
Tragedy was not slowing down the people of God.
	 Miracles were taking place.  My brother George said,  “It was God’s 
hand of protection!  No one died on any of the New Missions properties 
in Haiti.”   Looking through human eyes, thousands of children have been 
entrusted to New Missions.  Yes, we lost some; each and every one is 
precious.  In the larger perspective, thousands of lives were spared 
that day. 
	 Two nights after the earthquake there were four cell phones on 
the table–none having a signal.  All of a sudden my cell phone rang!                
It was a divine telephone call at the right time.  A team of private Special 
Ops were coordinating an evacuation plan for the visitors at the mission. 
The next morning, again we had no cell phone coverage, and all of a 
sudden my cell phone rang again.  It was the U.S. Army telling me that 
helicopters were on their way.  I can honestly tell you that my faith 
increased immensely!
	 Since the earthquake, more than ever, I do not want to live apart 
from God’s strength.  His will and His power is what make all of the 

difference.  John 15:5 says,  “I am the vine; you 
are the branches.  If a man remains in Me and I in 
him, he will bear much fruit; apart from Me you 
can do nothing.”
	 Two days after the earthquake, I was 
walking through a hut looking at some of the 
damage in the village next to our mission campus 
in Bordmer.  What surprised me was what I saw 
when I came across two boys playing.  They were 

laughing!  Joy was in their lives.  I asked them,  “Do you go to the New 
Missions’ school?”   They both said yes–which did my heart good knowing 
the love of Jesus was sufficient for all of their needs. 
	 We are called to serve.  “For even I, the Son of Man, came here not 
to be served but to serve others, and to give my life as a ransom for many.”  
(Matthew 20:28)  Our calling is to share the Good News of Jesus with 
others and to serve in love.  The world has seen the suffering of Haiti like 
never before.  This means it’s time for us, as Christians, to serve like never 
before.  When we step forward with a heart of service, hope is delivered 
and defeat has no home. ~Timothy DeTellis
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HOPE AGAINST DEFEAT

	 Together, we are part of God’s army building a new Haiti.  We are not finished; we are stronger 
than ever!  “May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity among 
yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, so that with one heart and mouth you may glorify the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  Romans 15:5-6 
	 Let’s stand and shout from the mountain tops that our God is able to do the impossible 
with those who place their trust in Him.

Serving Together,

Timothy DeTellis
Timothy@newmissions.org

 Watch videos from the Haiti earthquake online 
at newmissions.org or order your free DVD 

by calling 407-240-4058.

The world has seen the 
suffering of Haiti like never 
before. This means it’s time 

for us, as Christians, to 
serve like never before.

Tim and Sheryl DeTellis in Haiti visiting with their 
sponsored triplets, Mackendy, Manoucheca, and 

Magdala—just hours before the earthquake.


